
JULY 25, 2016 

 

The Greene City Council held a special meeting on Monday, July 25, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. at the 

Greene Community Center with Mayor James O’Brien presiding.  Council members present 

were Al Zweck, Scott Watkins, Ben Backer and Marilyn Folkers.  Denise Shreve was absent.  Also 

present were Maggie Burger, Bill Dolan, Cory Wiegmann, Gene Ross, Neal Nordmeyer, Fred 

Meyne, Dennis Cassmann, Roger Backer, Keith Johnson, Dennis Gabe, John Eggena, Joanie 

Behnke, Mike Martzahn and Greg Landers. 

 

Motion by Watkins/Zweck to approve the agenda.  Roll call, all ayes.  MC 

 

Mayor O’Brien relayed information after talking with Mr. Foster.  The City is attempting to 

acquire a small section of the elementary school property to be used for the construction of the 

new Fire/EMS building.  Plans are to discuss this at the August 8th School Board meeting.  Mayor 

O’Brien is hoping to have a City Council representative at this meeting.  Mayor O’Brien also 

spoke with property owners adjacent to the proposed new building.  There are concerns about 

loss of trees, noise etc.  Hopes are to build as far away from homes as possible.  Approximately 

9 trees will be removed.  Seven of these nine trees have some sort existing problems. 

 

Mayor O’Brien introduced Maggie Burger of Speer Financial.  Maggie addressed the Council and 

guests about options for financing the new building.  Maggie has been working with Bill Dolan 

from LSB.  Lincoln Savings Bank is willing to work with the City to implement a lease/purchase 

program.  Maggie explained that the City has 3 different options for funding.  If the total 

borrowed is under $400,000, the City may proceed with a public hearing.  If residents want to, 

they may contest the borrowing.  This is called a “reverse referendum”.  The second option is if 

borrowing is over $400,000 it would have to be put to a vote of the City residents only.  The 

third option is to establish an Urban Renewal area (TIF).  There are many rules and regulations 

to all of these options and additional expenses also.  Entering into a lease/purchase agreement 

does allow the City to levy for debt services and help keep costs down. 

 

Several questions were fielded by both Maggie and Bill.  Finance options for the Rural Trustees 

was also discussed. 

 

Motion by Folkers/Watkins to adjourn at 6:12. 

 

       Signed:  _____________________________ 

          James O’Brien, Mayor 

 

Attest:  _____________________________ 

  Jayne Knapp, City Clerk 

 

 

 



 


